London, England

OR SEVEN years I have wanted to

F write this little-known inspiring

drama of human experience. Until

now | have never been able to uncover

all the records which I knew must exist.

Thanks to the British Museum Library

and sellers of rare oriental books in Lon-

don, I am able to give you these facts
from the records.

The Mystery Begins

This dramatic account commences
with the year 1813. It begins in a small
village some little distance from the im-
portant city of Canton, China. Here the
chief character in the drama, Hung-sui-
tshuen, was born. For ease of pronuncia-
tion, I shall call him Hung.

Hung came from a royal family. His
father and mother, as well as many other
relatives, had previously fled to South
China as a result of the Manchu inva-
sion.

By the time Hung was 16 he had be-
come proficient in the usual course of
Chinese education. At 18 years of age
he was appointed schoolmaster of his
native village by unanimous acclamation
of the townspeople.

Five years later he was given a set of
books. Translated into English, the title
of these books was “Good Words for
Exhorting the Age.” At the time, the
books appeared of little value to Hung.

The next year, 1837, Hung lost an
advancement in his scholastic rank bé-
cause his Manchu superiors were jealous
of his ability and fearful of his ancestral
background. This loss so upset him that
he became quite ill.

The Manchus, remember, were Mon-
golian warlords who seized China—now
they are the Communist overlords who
rule China.

During the period of recuperation,
Hung had an extraordinary vision. A
record of the vision is preserved in Theo-
dore Hamberg's bookler, "The Visions
of Hung-sui-tshuen.” Hamberg was a
missionary of the Basle Evangelical So-
ciety to China (a Swiss institution).

In the vision Hung was seemingly
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transported to the presence of « grea:
Sovereign Ruler. There he was con-
fronted by an old woman—women at
that time were regarded lower than ani-
mals—who said to him, “Thou dirty
man, why hast thou kept company with
yonder people and defiled thyself? I
must now wash thee clean.” He was
then, in vision, taken to a river and
washed in the water. After this he was
conducted into a large building where
his heart and other inward parts were
removed and replaced by new ones!
Then he was given a sword, a seal, and
fruit to eat which he found sweet to his
palate.

Upon awakening, he was astounded at
the vision, bzt could not determine its
meaning. When Hung fully regained his
health, he began to reform his conduct
as best he knew.

Hung-sui-tshuen continued as a vil-
lage schoolmaster for several years more,
giving the vision no further thought.

Then, one day, his cousin Le searched
through Hung's bookcase and noted the
unusual contents of the volumes “Good
Words for Exhorting the Age.” In them
were a number of whole chapters of the
Bible, according to the translation of a
Dr. Morison; many sermon-essays on
varied Bible texts; and other statements
founded on Scripture.

Le told his cousin Hung what he had
found. Hung then began to look through
the books which had lain untouched on
the bookshelves for seven long years. He
was amazed to find that in the quoted
chapters from the Bible there was a par-
tial explanation of the vision he had
received six years before.

Discovering the Bible

In those parts of the Scripture which
he possessed, Hung found the Heavenly
Father described—the great Sovereign
Ruler revealed in his vision years before.
Then he read of Jesus, the “elder brother
of many brethren.” In our versions it is
rendered: “the firsthorn among many
brethren” (Rom. 8:29). He learned that
Jesus was sent as Saviour and as mes-
senger. He read that one needs to repent

and be baptized to obtain the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:38). From these verses he un-
derstood the meaning of being washed
in water and of having his heart and in-
ward parts renewed.

Hung and his cousin Le then baptized
one another. They prayed to God, prom-
ised not to worship evil spirits, and cast
away their idols. Hung, being a literary
man, composed poetic verses to explain
his conversion to his friends:

“When our transgressions high as

heaven rise,

How well to trust in Jesus™ full

atonement;

We follow not the demons, we obey

the holy precepts,

Worshipping alone one God.”

After destroying his idols in the little
school in which he taught, Hung and his
few friends were forced to flee into the
interior of China. He preached what
little he knew as he journeyed into the
south-central provinces of China. Once
again he became a school teacher (be-
tween 1845 ard 1846).

Visits a Missionary

At the close of 1846 Hung journeyed
to Canton after hearing that a Christian
missionary from the West resided there.
He studied there under Mr. Roberts, the
missionary, for almost a month, and read
new portions of the Bible. Young mis-
sionaries from abroad, also studying
under Mr. Roberts, were jealous of
Hung’s talents and earnestness. They
brought about his removal! Hung left
the city somewhat saddened.

Returning to south-central China,
Hung found that the number of villagers
who listened to him and were baptized
soon numbered almost 2000. They had
to form congregations among themselves,
and became known as “the congregations
of the worshippers of God.” For shorrt,
they were dubbed “God-worshippers.”

Continuous study of the Bible con-
vinced Hung that his people should not
smoke tobacco or opium—which the
British were selling to the Chinese—that
they should refrain from intoxicating
drinks except under special circum-
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